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Funding Opportunities
Caring for Our Country Community Action Grants 2010–11. The Australian Government has announced up to $8 million in additional funds to help community groups protect the environment and support sustainable farming through its 2010-11 Caring for our Country Community Action Grants program. 

Minister for Environment Protection, Heritage and the Arts, Peter Garrett and Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Tony Burke, encouraged small community groups nationwide to apply for grants of $5000 to $20 000 to help them take action to protect and revitalise the Australian landscape.

Minister Burke said the additional funds include $4.2 million for Landcare-related activities across Australia.

The applicant guidelines and application form will be available from the Caring for our Country website at www.nrm.gov.au or by calling 1800 552 008 from Tuesday 6 July 2010. Applications will close 5pm (AEST) Tuesday 31 August 2010.
News

Draft Australian Framework for Landcare. This is now available at:

http://www.daff.gov.au/natural-resources/landcare/the_australian_landcare_framework
Have your say before 30 July 2010.
Jo Harding moves on. Jo Harding, a former UMCCC Coordinator, and more recently ACT NRM Council Investment Manager has taken a position with the Bush Blitz Program in the Commonwealth Government. We wish Jo well, and thank her for her great contribution to NRM in the Capital Region.
Awards

Banksia Environment Foundation Awards Nominations open. The 2010 Banksia Environment Foundation Awards nominations are now open. Entries close on 2 August 2010. For all information go to: http://www.banksiafdn.com/
NSW/ACT Regional Achievement and Community Awards 2010. Applications are invited for these Awards, nominations close 13 August 2010.
Award categories include: 

· The Land and Property Management Authority Crown Reserve Trust Award 

· The Land and Property Management Auth. Community of the Year Award 

· The Industry and Investment NSW Business Enterprise Award 

· The Industry and Investment NSW Events & Tourism Award 

· The Salvation Army Employment Plus Employment & Training Award 

· The Peabody Environment & Landcare Award 

Contact Kiri Lewis, Awards Coordinator- Awards Australia.
NSW/ACT Regional Achievement & Community Awards 

Phone 1300 735 445 or visit the website: http://www.awardsaustralia.com/
Events

Frog Call Identification Evenings. ACT and Region Frogwatch invite you to attend a Frog Call Evening. Three sessions will be held at Queanbeyan on 22 July, Belconnen on 27 July and Kambah on 28 July. More information is available at: http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/feature.php?id=8
Weed and Grass Identification Evening. The Ginninderra, Molonglo and Southern ACT Catchment Groups are hosting a Weed and Grass Identification Evening at CIT REID (rooms C035 and C036), Wednesday August 4th from 6pm- 8pm. 

Two experts will guide participants through the identification of the different types of grasses and weeds that can be found in the ACT and region. Methods of control and impacts on livestock nutrition will be also be discussed. This training night is open to anyone who is interested in identifying grasses and weeds. 

Please note: a minimum of 20 participants is required for this training night to go ahead. There is a maximum of 40 people. To RSVP (by 28th July) or for more information please contact Andy at coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au or phone (02) 6299 2119
Greening Australia National Tree Day Community Planting. GA will hold a Community Planting Day at Pierces Creek Forest on Sunday 1 August, from 9:30am to 12:30pm, followed by a BBQ lunch. To RSVP or for more information contact GA on 6253 3035, email admin@act.greeningaustralia.org.au or website http://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/index.php?nodeId=159
Diary Date
UMCCC will hold our Biennial Forum on 27 October 2010. Please make a note for your diaries. More details to follow soon.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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